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Y4-~,~~_) );ate);~lso~WIthPRbBE. ~These'state-
'Qients'¢,9Dfumthe"charge :about the
chiJd,smuggling. ;, ,,:
'. No less significant is the statement
made before a Dacca magistrate by
, Kamla Bibi, an ayah who had served
,TDH-N for overtwo years, sayingthat
.the TDH illegallycollected children to
send them abroad. She pointed out
that money was obtained by selling
the children abroad, and that this,
money was then shared by certain
TDH-N staffers,
Dr. Preger went to Holland to

discuss this (and related matters)
with the TDH-N authorities at head--
quarters. He had a list of 33 children
with' him,and he wanted to find
out where .exactly these. children
had gone. He found that onlyslX'
of them had reached Holland. In
.any case, since some of these children
were' above the maximum age per-
mitted by the, Dutch Government
for adoption of overseas children,
they could not possibly have been
settled in· Holland. Where, then,.
did -these children go?

To Overseas BrotheIs

It Is difficult to give a definite,
reply. As domestic servants ?To carry
out drudgery of' other kinds? It

Photography: The toppart of an affidavit filed before a Dacca ma~strate by KainJa Bibi,
cbargingTDH with illegally colleCting chlldrenand selling them abroadfor money. .

has beenalleged by aUN anti-slavery . help from another organisation; and . c,

agencythat-there is a market for ~yutilismg the aid -received .from"
kidnapped childrenin Middle-:&stthe International Boys Town, he
brothels. Enquiries made vby Dr. started two clinics f6rthe poor
Preger in Dacca's old city had re- 'and destitute=-the KhanSaheb Azi;,
vealed that the several people believed 'ZUI Islam' Memorial, Clinic' and" the
that SOIneof the missing children had Vagrant Homes Clinic. Alarge~um-" .
been sent to overseasbrothels, and bet of poor 'adults arid' children,
that this was an old established' who otherwise would haveremairied".
trade., , neglected, were treated in those9lini-'
. When Dr. Preger made some pro- cs. Orphans 'were also looked after. ,
gress in uncovering this sordid racket, However, as soon as Ali Khan heard:,
he was warned to "lav off'or else .... ;' ofDr, Preger's efforts t-oexpose the"
By this timeDrv Preger had taken child smuggling racket, hewarned

him that he would have all his pro-
grammes stopped and get him arres~?~~
ted a~ddeported .fromB.an.'gJade.sh, .Ii.~./ ;,
Ali Khancarned out his .threat.~

By exerting' influence on the Contro-"j N .
ller of Vagr~~cy, he go~:p.e Vagrants
Homes Clinic closed: Dr. Preger
found that he could not carryon
his work as the Directorate -of So-
cial Welfare officials were under
the influence of Ali' Khan andhis
associates. All his work' came to
a halt and all his property was seized.
He was then deported.
Several complaints made', to the

Bangladesh igovemment-finally led
to the appointment of a-committee
to investigate the racket. But-those
appointed to, the committee. were'
the same corrupt officials of the
Directorate of Social Welfare; whose
collusion .'with the racketeers was
all too evident:'It was thus a case of
asking ~rimii)alsto inquire into their
own crones.
Before bringing the parents, who

had been deprived oftheirchildren,
before this committee, they 'were te-
rrorised by the Tongi police who' '
told them to inform the committee
that they had been bribed by Dr.
Preger into making falseallegations.
The committee readily accepted the
tutored statements. •

. ,
Victims of a sordid racket.
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The most sordid aspect __of the
activities of child racketeers, Dr.
Preger was told by persons working
within the organisation, was traffic-
king in children. He alsonoticed that
though the medicare provided by
this organisation was meant for adults
as well as children, adults under-
going extreme distress in the streets
were often neglected while abandoned
children were picked up with the
greatest care. Seriously ill or dying
persons from the streets of Dacca
were seldom picked up~on the grou-
nd that vehicles were not available->
but no child was left abandoned.

Dr. Preger also learnt that, apart
from being the director of TDH-N,
Ali Khan was also the Bangladesh
representative of the Netherlands
Inter-Country Child Welfare Orga-
msanon, a Dutch government adop-
non agency -known' in Holland as
Bureau Voor .Interlandelijke Adop-
tie (BIA), which ran an adoption
home for them in Bangladesh. Alan

.Cheyne also ran an adoption home
for TDH-Denmark, and was, in
addition, director of the Under
Privileged Children's Education Pro-
gramme.

Dr. Preger was told that some
. ,- '. women were bribed to appear before

magistrates and swear that they were.
in.. fact the mothersof, $he children.
collected. .by the TDtI'-arid- were
willingly surrendering the children
to Khan. and ..his associates for
overseas adoption; Several of these .
children were sent out of Bangladesh
by KLM airlines,' tickets for them
having been purchased by Cheyne

occasionallly descended on their ... another child. or Khan.
closed-in world. Looking at the ques- When the men in pullovers return- It was in this context that the
tioning faces, the men cited "speci- - ed after two days, they found Several appeal of the two women for help
fie cases" of children they had helped families . willing to' send their in recovering their children attracted
in other parts of the city. They patted children with them. the attention of Dr. Preger. He took
the gathered men on their backs Nearly 18. months later, Dr. Jack up their case with the Department
and told themthat there wasnothingPreger,-a British -doctor serving in of SOCial Welfare, and when that
to worry about after all, they could .Bangladesh, was surprised to find, did not prove very helpful: sought
Have their children back anytime outside his office, two 'Womenwhose legal help for. these-women. He also
they wanted. . children had. been taken away from tried to contact other families who,
. After they had gone, the' men them on the pretext. of finding food likewise; had been deprived of their
and the women talked things over and shelter for them..His local assis- children.
and decided no one was going to. tant informed him that as the .two Finally, these efforts led to the
take their children away from them, women -had heard of his reputation recording. of the statements of 27
come what may. Then they went of helping.destitutes, they had come such families by lawyers working'

- bac~·: to -their .hevelss pply -te -~', ~to-_him seeking.~elp to get back .:for the. BangladeshSociety for-the
.,.,,~their. ,:childteR't shivering, f~v~rishlY,· their,chiidren::".',-.,('-.-'«_- .. - Enforcement-of Human Rights. fJ'hey'

•.~~¥~-,~1h_ei:r.,c0:nfideMecnunble(L-1'he: ;UWtt,,,;_··.;<c:D:r:::jJ.j;~f.tWa8"'~' ;£.onscien:tiQllS.:'",sworethat-the~d}adputtherr·children ,', --'
" .."-,,,:,day, w' -chi1d,-"~~,c-·MotheFday,,,-~;,man;~at:ly:dn:,lill!.wat:k.in>BanglaGesh, into the:;.temp0ra-ry-cartM)fthe'TDH", .,

54,'.·"·.·" .:..

he had -also cote t 'know .ofse\'eFal .
rackets '1nvolviig traffic An: ,children,
The misery of- these woinenimme>.
diately attracted his attention.. \<.
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, ' , Evidenceof this'smuggliIigof chil-
_t~. ,dren is also available from other
,tJ.~-j,j(Jsou. rces. A J.iO!oe~eft&lU~e,.who served
'~ ill Bangladesh in, recent years, has
J given PROBE several defuiite indica..

tions of this racket. She does not '
want to disclose her identity for

l~~'~~~~~:.t~··te:t!~=~~';~i~f4~~~~i;~~:'lJ~~~
,.,.~-;~ .'~~;~~~~~d~:ci\£~~n~h~~~l~1~g s~Wrj~e:~~~~}:~~~~~~'~~;!!;"t?~itb~~j~:~:'f:hi;i~~i<ktt.:~~,',~,;ff
,t they wished. It Was also a part of priateauthorities." ". .'~'.",: .,''<adoptionIn' Holland -bydeceiving .,,;
:/ the understanding that the children According,to her,;,about- 100.chil- parents or'Jying' to them.. Here ,is "

,would he returned to their parents dren. living in the Dattapara-camp her list...:...,.: " ' , , "
after a stipulated period=-ranging for the destitute.in.Dacca hadbeenv r Hussain Ali, accountant rin the
from three months to two years. taken away from their parents in TDH' ,(IntemationaIDiv.); a driver
They were shocked to find that their, 1977'., under .false pretexts; The called Altaf; it guard calledRazzak;
children had' actually been taken patents; all illiterate.were told-that a cook at .'Dattapara; Hu~yun,
straight to adoption homes. their childrenwould. be- taken to, a welfare officerat Tlffl-N: called
Some 35' children taken froni 'these 'a home at Danmundi.. run by the aShahabuddin. .
27 familiesWeresent abroad. ,:aJA, wbere ithey rwould be, fed Ali Khan has ,allegedlygiven 200

and educated. Employees', 'of the takas and one-sari each to at.Ieast
ToH·Nand' rehabilitation camp at three other girls.working in Datta-
the Dattapara camp,' all of whom .. para for-each-ehildthey-r'kidnapped" , ",
were,working for AliKhan, gave from a family,TIle three girlsbrought
the parents blank papers for their children from .destitute families in
thumb impressions.efter which the KamlapurandTongistations.
TDH staff wrote that .the parents " Two other signedstatements made
had given up their children "will- by -,persons who had worked in
ingly." The children went to"school relief. and 'medicare camps, .one of
for threemonths andwerethen allege-' them. a Bangladesh national and

Racket

~;j-;~:~=l{f~~L~£~~}~~~~:~t~·;5~~f_fi;~;;f,.·:··f·:Y~~/:~0·-'~:~~·:£?~.'·~:'···;".> _,' _~ ," ., '0 .; 'c ~, . _ _._. ." _. " . ;, '. '~"<'POSTEii~'~-~}A ~~i~s:!:=~~~gi~:::'~;::::rd~s:~;,n=gJ:f~:.wd.s~:t~';g~~~~a-',,',
. , . ~ould see,him.fu Marc~ "80 'n~ar tile. BangllJ-"fesk.High Commtsstoner'sv'> '

_ ' office or Bangladesh Biinal\ office ,on, the Park'Street, .' "
, ,Dr. Preger's four han.d~writt!-!nposters attacked the child· a!foption racket

in Banglaclesh~and 'Q.neonhem"read: fLLf!GAL·iXPO~T 6FBANi:;r:AD~ir"....'. '.'
'CHILDRENIiY tWp'Dt]'rGH'AGE1::'CI!,S-=-:P.l.A,A,NI~ t<D.H';N' •.•. \V~RE ARE;

, THilsE9HILPRElII' NO\\,['t WlLJ". THE MRLINES SPEAK'r ", .,,' '
, '. A silent demonstration, also' took place, before the KLM Airlines office'
in -Calcutta.. It was .~d'by "an"EUfQpean lady who supported' Dr. Pr~er's
movement," Some of t!Je"~hiIdreq, 'accor:.ding to Dr. Preger wereflown out
Qf' the ~angladesh" by the,Uutell "afdin~ tor" sale"~broad. ,c, . ,

'. " ' -",,' '-::-DEVAl~ROSAIj' PUROKAYAlrtHA
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IN CALCUTTA,. .-:.,.
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