Speech Hans van Loon, Hague Conference

Brussels, 27 May 2010 

Referred to Colombani report and a Quebec Commisison. 

Concerns relations development countries.

Hague holds conferences, 7 to 10 days. Also Ethiopia, Haiti, Russia and Kazachstan will be present. 

Guide of Good Practice I. Guide of Good Practice II almost finished, about accreditation, and will be on the agenda of the June meeting. 

It is about Good Practice, about which there is consensus. 

Historical context
Actual context
Relation with UNCRC
In the sixties the birthrates sored. War in Vietnam and Korea – promotion of ICA (Jan Hartog) as humanitarian aid, no legal framework. Vietnam stopped. Bangladesh, Korea (Olympics) etc. all were closing down.  Whole Asia closed. 

Then Latin America: not prepared for the sudden demand for adoption. Brazil, Peru etc had to react. 

Romania started. 

There was an initiative to draft an adoption treaty by the UN, totally failed. 

Worked on the basis of 1986 principles. 

Hague Convention is often blamed that the number of countries that allows ICA is going down. 

But NO: without Hague Convention the whole South America would have closed. And then it would have been over! China, Hague also substantially important to make that stream flow orderly.

UN Committee in Geneva embraces Hague Convention. 

Hague Convention led to continuity and awareness. 

Subsidiarity: ICA not primary option, and NOT LAST RESORT

ICA comes before institutionalization. 

Important contribution Hague Convention: 

ICA is an integrated procedure – cooperation between Central Authorities. 

Most important: decisions in countries of origin. 
Two perspectives to be united: 

· desire to have a child

· country of origin decides the best destination for a child

The function of a Central Authority in country of origin is different than ours. 

The Convention is a wonderful possibility to cooperate. 

The best frame for development cooperation. 

Subsidiarity principle: catalyst

Articles 4, 15 etc start with the receiving countries, but the logic of the system is that the demand starts in the country of origin. 

Many countries originally countries of origin are interested in adoption: Austria, Greece, Portugal, Spain (the champion).

They are interested in young and healthy, but the offer is mainly SN. 

This trend will continue. 

Kazachstan – a dream. Perhaps it is possible to find another such country. But there are not many. You can not just open a can. 

Streetchildren: Unicef Report – have parents, and in any case, do you want such children?

Have to be careful with children in children’s homes.

There is no right to a child. 

Cambodia, have been there myself. Children parked in children’s homes for schooling. 

Romania, different than we think. Adopters rushed to families; exchange of child for a new roof. 

Calamities 1994. 

Treaty not detailed. 

Cooperation. 

It is about … Desir….

But, no right to adopt

Realistic image needed. 

Ratification does not mean that you have to do something. Namibia for example does not consider to start ICA, but it can ratify, despite the desire not to let children leave. 

Or just SN, or children from a certain age.

Basic rights UNCRC. Hague and UNCRC are complementary.

Hague Convention should also be implemented when a country has not yet ratified and that again makes sure that the country will join the Convention. 
Independent adoptions, articles 4, 16, 17, little space for independent adoptions. 

Good Practice Guide (not binding) expresses doubts about the acceptability of independent adoptions. 

FINANCES: transparent. 

Problems: 

· money asked for by children’s homes

· support for child protection

· orphanages

Good, very good, but not at the expense of integrity. 

Financial support must be public, and registered etc. 

And not….(???? Could not understand sentence – not sure if China was good or bad example) 

That’s how it goes in China. 

Donations before adoption are not allowed.

Clear guidelines

A clear proposal table will be proposed during Hague meeting. 

Draft already on Hague website

No unity of law

(I learned a new word here – holebi)

Example Sri Lanka: example. 

Registration of mothers will make them outcasts.

But there is evolution. So, register now, then children can get the info later. 

So Hague Covnention is good. 

ICATP – International Assistance Programme. 

For some countries it is difficult to work with Hague Convention. For example Guatemala. 

During my first trip in 1999, to convince them to join Hague Convention, I was told not to use the word adoption, or it will cost you your life. 

There was a lobby from layers, notaries, and the Court decided that Guatemala’s ratification was unconstitutional (LAUGHS). 

A lot of work has been done. Through the backdoor, with help from Chili. 
ICATP: needs a lot of effort and a lot of money. 

Hague depends of KINDNESS OF STRANGERS

Nepal, Kenya. Situation is bad, don’t even think about adoption. 

Perhaps I can discuss this over lunch with the Minister.
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(Minister Van Deurzen did not stay for lunch ;-)

